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OCTOBER 2022 

 

From the manse   

The first thing to say is, I am not writing this “from the manse”.   Anne and I 

moved into our own house on 10th September, so the view from my new 

‘study’ is entirely different.  You might say it is a whole new perspective. 

When things change, you stand in a different place, so what you see is a 

new horizon.  In life, how we see things depends on where we stand, and 

when that changes, so does our perspective on the world.  

It is true to say the church is going through many changes.   Here at 

Bennochy, not only will the charge become vacant when I demit at the end 

of October, Bennochy will also join with the other three town centre 

churches to become one charge.   Through that change, to make it a 

success, perspectives will, and will have to change. 

As I write this, no Interim Moderator has yet been appointed by Fife 

Presbytery to work with the Kirk Session.   As soon as I find out who that will 

be, I will let you know. 

As I leave, I want to say to everyone involved with Bennochy church, a big 

thank you, for allowing me to be part of your lives, in good times and in bad.   

It is always a privilege to enter people’s homes.   I have never taken that for 

granted.  I have always understood that such sharing is a sign of trust. 

If I have supported you, then be assured, you have also supported me.  We 

have faced difficult times together and we have made tough choices for the 

common good.  Together we have sought God’s will for the life and witness 

of this parish.   We have worshipped together.   Eaten together.   Prayed 

together. 

I have many happy memories of my time at Bennochy, 

and the past 11½ years has simply flown by.  You will 

always be in my thoughts.  
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Let me finish by saying this, may God bless you and yours, and I am 
reminded of the words of the Celtic blessing. 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

All the very best for the future  

Robin  
 

 

Funeral of Queen Elizabeth II 

Rt Rev Dr Iain Greenshields, Moderator of the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland, issued the following statement on learning of the death of 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

"The faith, service and dedication of Her Majesty the Queen have been the 

hallmark of her long reign. She has been the steady constant in the life of our 

nation for over seven decades and most of us will have grown up knowing 

only her as our monarch. 

Her thoughtful and pertinent Christmas Day broadcasts gave an insight not 

only into her personal faith, but also reflected the changing concerns and 

attitudes of our country. They were always marked with quiet perception and 

a great deal of affection. 

Tireless in her duty, the Queen has demonstrated a life of selfless dedication. 

Her love for her family was mirrored in her love for our nation and the wider 

Commonwealth. 

Wherever the Queen went she brought encouragement and appreciation as 

she showed a genuine interest in the people she met. 

The Church of Scotland has valued Her late Majesty's generous support, and 

seen in her private devotion someone for whom faith remained central 

throughout her long life. 

We send our heartfelt condolences to the King, and all members of the Royal 

Family, assuring them of our prayers and best wishes in the days ahead." 
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A prayer on the occasion of the death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 

Almighty and everlasting God,  

in you there is neither beginning nor end;  

you are from everlasting to everlasting, ever good and ever true.  

You are our hope in life and in death,  

and in your word of promise we place our trust.  

Today we give thanks for the life of your servant, our Queen Elizabeth,  

whom now you have taken to be with you.  

Long has she reigned over us,  

offering support and courage,  

a steadying hand in difficult days,  

and a kindly presence in times of peace and prosperity. 

We praise you for her life,  

so rich in years and in service,  

for her unwavering commitment to country, commonwealth, and every 

generation.  

And for her trust in Jesus Christ,  

her devotion to the church, and her respect for other faiths,  

receive our thanks today.  

May she rest in peace and let light shine upon her. 

In their loss, comfort her family,  

especially our King as he assumes his new responsibilities;  

assure them of your unending love,  

grant them the consolation of cherished memories,  

and the hope of your promised kingdom.  

These prayers we offer in the name of Jesus Christ,   AMEN. 

 

 

 

Deaths   

18.08.22  Mrs Janet Drysdale 
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Harvest 2022 

By the time you read this our Harvest service will have taken place and we 

will hopefully have been able to speak with Jenny Featherstone live from 

Zambia – you can read her recent email below.  Donations can still be made 

at our service on 9th October and by bank draft to the following account   

Account name:       Choma Alcohol and Drug Rehabilitation Organisation 

Bank: ABSA Bank Zambia PLC; Sort Code: 021205; Acc. No.: 1035429 

Branch Name: Choma   SWIFT:  BARCZMLX 

Jenny writes       

I was in Kitwe recently and visited Grace and a new (to me) young 

dependant  in her new 2 room home in Ipusukilo, a compound I used to visit 

many years ago to work with HIV+ women.  I can't remember if I told you, 

but sadly Gift, the youngest child Grace was looking after, was killed in a 

road accident earlier this year and more recently 12 year old Kelvin fell off 

the roof where he was trying to fix an aerial, and died of his head injuries.. 

The family has had many other tragedies too, including a fire which moved 

over from the next house and gutted theirs, destroying their clothes, some 

furniture and the hairdressing equipment we bought her to start a business 

with. She is still doing some hairdressing (weaves etc) and I also paid for 

her to go to college for a year to learn food production (catering) as our 

new president has made schooling free so there was some spare money.  

As for a new project to support, I guess CADRO (Choma Alcohol and 

Drugs rehabilitation Organisation) is most on my mind, and we have little 

support for the growing work with alcoholics and drug addicts. It is a huge 

problem, and we are even getting referrals from the courts of 

teenagers, who have hard drug problems, as an alternative to sending them 

to prison. We have rented a house in Mwapona, a compound that is heavily 

peppered with bars, and we hold meetings for 12 steps, a recovering addict 

support group and a relatives support group (which I run).  I am also 

responsible for the biomass project. Our motto is from addiction to 

production, so we have decided to make sustainable charcoal briquettes 

and biochar to give recovering addicts something to do, and a small income   

I have been involved since January and it is slowly building up, but it is time 

consuming work!  Also because we are so small, the majority of the work is 

falling on 2 - 3 shoulders, but there is so much potential for this project. 

Please give my love and best wishes to your congregation, and my thanks 

for your continuing support.  
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Louisa Turner, Development Worker,   July 2015 – July 2022 

My Bennochy Journey   Au Revoir – Not Goodbye 

As I reflect on my last 7 years of working at Bennochy, I am taken on a road 

of memories.  Smiles span my face, and a warmth of love fills my heart.  I 

have many stories to take with me from the many connections which I made 

along the way.  

The journey of fondness for you all started back in July 2015, when I began 

working alongside the Open-Door Project volunteers to develop Bennochy 

Church from being seen as a place of worship by the community, to being  

seen as a community hub. 

Many meetings and discussions gave us a plan and I began to seek volunteers 

for the Olive Branch café, Messy Church, Board Game Club, and the 

Community Garden.  It was great that so many people at Bennochy  

responded to my call and stepped up to help with the various ventures. I was 

given autonomy to seek out connections in the community, knocking on 

doors and having God answer them as I promoted Bennochy as a community 

hub across Kirkcaldy and Fife.  I met people from circles I had never entered 

before. 

I soon became known in many circles  -  church groups, elected members,  

Fife Council community planning groups, funders to schools and various 

charities. I soon became known as the person who could signpost others from 

different organisations, my network and that of Bennochy was growing.   

Part of my role which developed was to organise events for the community.   

In 2016, the Welly Fun Day and craft fair fundraiser was the beginning of the 

events. Some of the planted wellies are still in the garden today!   

This same year saw us begin our Dementia Friendly Church journey, 

encouraging people to come on a Dementia Friends course.  The sun came 

out for our Messy Church in Beveridge Park, a day of races and activities all 

colourful and all fun as we hosted a mini-Olympics. 

2016 also saw my role develop into school outreach.  The afterschool board 

game club and school assemblies at Kirkcaldy North primary became a 

regular feature.  The children always gave us the warmest of welcomes 

whenever we entered the building.  A huge thank you to the volunteers for 

their continual commitment and to the Olive Branch café volunteers who 

made the afternoon tea for the children. 
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A busy 2016 of school activities, meetings, trainings, Messy Churches and 

Community Garden activities meant that 2017 came round really quick.  

This year too was filled with meetings with the elected members, Learning 

Kingdom, Kirkcaldy Area Planning & Delivery Group, Fife Gingerbread, 

Fife Forum, Fife voluntary Action, Fife Interfaith Group, Fife Carers, 

Generations Working Together, Kirkcaldy Churches Working Together, to 

name but a few.  I was also attending Church of Scotland trainings and 

organising First Aid training for volunteers. These were interspersed with 

Open Door meetings, report writing, funding applications, and having fun 

facilitating and delivering regular Messy Church sessions at Bennochy and 

Messy Church in the Mercat. 

During 2017 I was developing deeper relationships with individuals which 

then became advantageous when we explored the resurrection of the 

Bennochy and Hayfield Community Council.  This journey was an 

enlightenment to another area of the Parish.  At that time there was a lot of 

trouble in the area with large groups of young people running amok and 

intimidating the residents.  Though people were eager to have a community 

council, unfortunately no one could give of their time for it to be set up.  

However, the journey highlighted that there were many connections still to 

be made in the community. 

In 2018 we were very busy celebrating the Year of the Child.  During the 

year we engaged with the local children.  Volunteers were asked for and did 

not disappoint in their enthusiastic response.  

Great afternoons were had with the Get Together Group and pupils from 

Kirkcaldy North.  From finger painting to sing-a-longs to quizzes to armchair 

yoga.  One afternoon we were all discovering what was in the World War 11 

box from the library.  Amongst other things, black and white photos were 

discovered of familiar faces from the past.  

Hats and teacups were in order when Abbeyfield Care Home residents, Get 

Together members and children from Kirkcaldy North met in the Methven 

Hall for an intergenerational theatre production of The Attic.  Smiles and 

laughter were the order of the day.   An intergenerational Big Lunch was 

arranged with our friends who attended The Attic and enjoyed with music 

and a quiz organised by the school pupils.  Lots of chatter complimented the 

delicious cakes donated by Stephens Bakery Foundation. 

Book Bug sessions began in the Prayer room and were a lot of fun, 

with stories, songs, rhymes, and games with the under-fives.   
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The Book Bug sessions went intergenerational, and we enjoyed ‘adopted’ 

grandparents and bairns in Kirkcaldy North School. The Scottish Book Trust 

invited us to take sessions to the library where we enjoyed different 

experiences, including meeting a children’s author.  The children and adults 

experienced new opportunities which left a positive impact.  

The Community Garden continued throughout the year with regular visits 

from Dunnikier Primary School.  Each year group had the opportunity to 

undertake an activity in the garden from creating the mosaic log tops, to 

planting up some more wellies, designing and planting the yearly daffodil 

display and planting hanging baskets and planters with flowers and 

herbs.  The children enjoyed their garden visits.  The volunteers 

were amazed at how many children had never experienced the 

feeling of soil in their hands until they came to the community garden.  

Our celebration for Messy Sunday Funday saw the unveiling of the mural 

with singers from Kirkcaldy North primary and Bennochy Community  

Choir to add to the day’s festivities.  The mural project was a collaboration 

of the community coming together to design and create their image of 

Kirkcaldy and Scotland.  Balwearie High School, Dunnikier Primary, 

residents from Abbeyfield and customers from the Olive Branch were all 

involved in this project.    

Another highlight for me in 2018 was the intergenerational project with 

balletLorent and the Rumpelstiltskin production in the Adam Smith Theatre.  

Truly wonderful memories of the impact for each individual who took part 

with individuals growing in confidence.  The production itself was amazing.  

November saw Bennochy welcome the children from Kirkcaldy North to the 

Remembrance service.  A very moving service, hearing the children’s 

reflections in poetry from what they had learned about various wars.  In 

December, Messy Church@School began in chaos with an attendance of 47 

people in a small room at Kirkcaldy North.  Hats off to the very small team 

of volunteers that day. 

To end The Year of the Child, we celebrated with a Community Christmas 

Party in partnership with ASDA, Fife Gingerbread, and the Methodist 

Church.  Over 90 people came along.  It was a busy day with our own Santa 

and Elves handing out gifts in the wonderful Santa’s grotto.  Stovies to feed 

our bellies and a disco to dance to, everyone enjoyed themselves. 

2018 was another great year!  
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Following on into 2019, saw the continuation of weekly activities at 

Kirkcaldy North school interspersed with Religious Moral Education classes 

and working with the primary 7 children on their transition to high school. 

Bennochy’s connection with Dunnikier primary grew as an afterschool club 

to enhance reading skills began with the Bennochy Book Club.  

Annual Volunteer Socials was a way to celebrate the fantastic volunteers of 

Bennochy.  All the groups and outreach which came under the umbrella of 

Bennochy Church could not have happened without the valuable volunteers.  

The socials included a history walk, glass art, quizzes, fun and games, 

finishing with a meal.  This was a great time to chat and get to know 

individuals away from the busyness of the groups. 

One such annual event was the Weeding supper.  Amazingly, God beamed 

sunshine down on us every year we held this.  An hour of weeding the 

community garden and an hour of eating a chip shop supper 

together outdoors was something special.  

Another annual event which took different guises was our Sunday Fundays, 

when the men did the cooking on the BBQ and the community enjoyed an 

array of treasure hunts, games, races and entertainment from the Bennochy 

Community Choir.  

I really enjoyed organising events, seeing how everything came together on 

the day, though maybe fraught in the lead up to the actual events.  The most 

recent event which will hold a lasting impression for me and so very 

poignant that we all came together was the celebration of the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee.  A day to remember indeed for so many reasons.  

2020, 2021 saw Covid 19 arrive in Scotland and the church closing for a 

period of time.  Groups and outreach paused.  Life had changed, people were 

nervous of mixing, nervous of coming out of their homes, schools said no to 

any engagement.  A period of reconnection was needed, yet organisations 

were not quite ready to mix.  My work changed from mixing face to face to 

online meetings with community groups, trainings with the same 

conversations of what next post pandemic.  

2022, church life was changing, rethinking of how we did things pre 

pandemic.  Realization that life would not go back to the way it was.  

Kirkcaldy churches and Bennochy faced lots of unknowns.  This made me 

reflect that I have had a fantastic time with Bennochy and now it is time to 

move on though I will always hold Bennochy in my heart.  Over the last 7 

years I have grown as a person, and I owe it all to all of you.    Thank you. 



9 
 

Calendar 

October 13      Olive Branch Café reopens 

October 23      Communion   

       Robin’s last service 

October 30      Joint service at Abbotshall 

November 27      Joint service at St Bryce  

 Christmas service to be arranged 

 

Would anyone be interested in coordinating the Blythswood Shoebox Appeal           

for our congregation?   If so, or you would like to assist, please contact 

George Drummond, Session Clerk (07977 258197) for more         

information.   

Kirkcaldy Foodbank   

Foodbanks throughout the country are almost overwhelmed just now, and our 

contributions to the Kirkcaldy Foodbank are always very much appreciated.  

Donations of non-perishable food can be brought to the Olive Branch Café, or  

to church on a Sunday morning and left in the trolley in the Methven Hall.   

The Foodbank is located in Viewforth Church hall and is open on weekdays. 

      Mondays & Thursdays. 10-3pm;   Tuesdays & Wednesdays  10-1pm. 

 

Streaming of Sunday services. 
The easiest way to watch services live, on-line, is via the website, which gives a 

clear guide.  You can also use Facebook, if you are familiar with that, and you can 

watch live on Zoom or even listen by phone on Zoom.  Zoom requires two code 

numbers which we can give you.  Information cards are available in the sanctuary 

A recording of each service should normally be available on the website, under 

the banner ”Sunday Reflections”, for the following two weeks.   Post Covid, the 

streaming continues to be accessed by significant numbers of those who are 

unable to attend the services.   In June, for example, an average of 83 people 

watched the streamed service either live or later on the recording. 
 

www.bennochyparishchurch.org.uk 


